conviction that it would prove of great benefit to the
institution and to the Bengalis alike.

Gradually, its novelty wore off. The students
started getting a bit bored. Mr. Pearson came to the
conclusion that, although it was a very good thing,
it took up too much of the students' energy. We kept
it up gallantly for forty days. Then came the holidays.
I resumed my peregrinations. And after the holidays
no more mention of such experiments!

4. AT THE BEHEST OF HIS POLITICAL
"GURU55
In a few days Gandhiji returned from Burma,
while we were still going on with our experiment.
When Gandhiji was still at Shantiniketan, came a
wire from Poona (February 1915) to say that Gokhaleji1
was no more amongst us. Gandhiji decided immedia-
tely to leave for Poona. Gokhaleji had often asked him
to become a member of the Servants of India Society,
but Gandhiji had not been able to make up his mind
on the subject. Now that Gokhaleji was. dead, however,
this last wish of his became a sort of command to his
illustrious disciple in politics. Gandhiji went to Poona
and sent in his application for membership to the Servants
of India Society.
Gokhaleji's other disciples were in a fix. (The
whole incident has been several times described by
1 Gopal Krishna Gokhale (1866-1915), distinguished Indian
leader and politician; founder of the Servants of India Society,
Poona. He passed away on February 19.
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